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a message from executive director scott n. giarman

Last year provided a

wake-up call (if one was

needed!) that things

happen that no one sees

coming. Such events are

inevitable in everyone’s

lives, but you never know when – or in what

form – they will come. Last year, the natural

phenomena of Kaua‘i’s record flooding along

with the Big Island’s volcanic eruptions were

unmistakable on everyone’s radar screens.

The natural, good and proper response of

most people is to want to help. The Internet

elevates the visibility of distant calamities

and personal tragedies, providing more

opportunities for people to help. People feel

good about helping when they can…and

they should feel good about that.

My concern is that the prominent visibility of

these problems tends to overshadow the less

noticeable, perhaps less glamorous, needs

that underlie our everyday lives – the very

issues that are at the core of what KUW is all

about. It may not seem as gratifying to talk

about ensuring that adequate childcare is

available, that kids are guided on good paths

away from choices with disastrous

consequences or people with extra physical

or mental challenges are helped to achieve

as rewarding, independent and productive

lives as possible. But these things are

nonetheless vitally important to the

individuals involved. They also have crucial

impacts on each of us in our everyday lives

and for the world our children will inherit.

Fortunately, there is no need to sacrifice one

for the other. Let’s be cognizant of reminding

each other of the need to do both!

ymca camp naue – a community treasure

After April 2018’s record flooding devastated

Kaua‘i’s North Shore community, the YMCA

stepped forward to offer Camp Naue as a

staging ground for the recovery effort. Just as

it had in the destructive aftermath of Hurricane

Iniki in 1992, Camp Naue became the official

Control Base and Relief Center utilized by the

County Police, Fire and Public Works

departments as well as State DLNR and also

as a landing site for National Guard relief

helicopters. The Camp served a terminal for

gas distribution and as Hawai‘i Food Bank /

Kaua‘i Branch’s north shore point of operation

to feed residents and rescue workers.

The recovery effort took a toll on the Camp

and, as soon as emergency relief efforts

ended, focus shifted to repair work. The

commercial kitchen, bunkhouses and

bathroom facilities all had to be rebuilt. A

new fence surrounding the property that was

built, and badly-needed tree maintenance,

have improved Camp safety.

A special grant by Kaua‘i United Way was

instrumental in the restoration of Camp

Naue, which has now been completed. The

Camp will be re-opened to the public as

soon as the main road re-opens.
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a message from kuw board president ron wiley

MAHALO! Again, thank

you for your personal

investment in our

community through

Kaua‘i United Way. Your

support of our Kaua‘i United Way vital service

agencies helps bridge the gap between

those who need help and those of us who

can help.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to those

who spent time, energy and effort in our

recent allocations process. Mahalo to you

who have given your best to vet the Kaua‘i

agencies applying for funds. We have great

confidence in the agencies we serve

because of your examination, critical analysis

and detailed evaluation. Our vetting process

is long, detailed work. However, if you ask

any member of the committee, you’ll hear

about the great inspiration we recieve

because of our vetting process. We are

inspired to continue the vital and necessary

work of our Kaua‘i United Way.

To everyone who has made a contibution:

your contribution is helping our Kaua‘i

neighbors lead better, healthier lives. Your

contribution of time and/or money makes it

possible for more folks to also contribute to

our lives, families and future. I am very proud

that you have joined me in responding to the

LIVE UNITED the Kaua‘i United Way call to

action: “Give, Volunteer, Advocate Together”!

Together we are able to magnify the impact

of our Kaua‘i vital non-profit service

agencies to work and inspire others to do the

same. By taking the opportunity to give, you

have provided opportunity for others to also

truly, honestly say “Lucky We Live Kaua‘i”. I

will tell the world! MAHALO!

golf tournament sponsorships still available

Kaua‘i’s most anticipated golf tournament –

the Kaua‘i United Way Benefit – is so popular

it regularly sells out before we even have a

chance to promote it. Our 19th Annual KUW

Benefit Golf Tournament, coming up Sunday

July 21st at the Puakea Golf Course, is no

exception. The popularity of the KUW

Tournament creates a wonderful

promotional opportunity to get your

business name, political or personal

message viewed by many of our island’s

most influential leaders.

Event sponsors get the most exposure, but

hole sponsorships are effective and

inexpensive – just $150 each or 3 for $300.

They’re easy, too – simply provide your logo

or business card and we do the rest. Best of

all, proceeds go to the vital work of Kaua‘i

United Way, making this exposure more

valuable than any paid advertising. Why?

Because you are linking your message with

the vital human service work of KUW. It

demonstrates that you care about the well-

being of our community. Call us at

245-2043 if you’d like more information.
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kaua‘i united way welcomes new board members

Kaua‘i United Way is proud to announce two new members voted onto our outstanding Board of Directors.

drug court works!

People ask me, “Does the Kauai Drug Court

program really work?” My unequivocal

answer is, “Yes, it does!” and I am living,

breathing proof.

I started using drugs at nine, when my mom

died and the next 35 years were downhill. I

was on an endless roller coaster of seeking

drugs, getting high and causing misery for

those around me. I would do anything to get

the drugs I needed – cheat, lie, steal…it

didn’t matter. Nothing mattered but drugs.

I hit bottom after blacking out for twelve

hours. I found myself in jail, arrested for drug,

theft and driving offenses. It was then that I

was offered the opportunity to join the Drug

Court program. I realized I had to change, or I

was going to die – plain and simple.

My desire to get well was encouraged by

Drug Court counselors and I utilized the tools

they gave me to do so. And it worked!

My experience at Drug Court six years ago

left me with a burning desire to make up, in

part, for 35 years of destructive behavior

towards myself and others so I use my

mechanical skills to help those who are

following my footsteps in straightening out

their lives in the Drug Court program.

Today, I have completed my college education

and am a partner in the second largest

independent car rental agency in the state.

I continue to do what I can to support Drug

Court, and I hope you will too, because Drug

Court works!

—David Cooper, Lihue

John Poehnelt –

General Manager,

Keoki’s Paradise

Born in Wisconsin,

John has been on

Kaua‘i for more than 20 years. He is a

longtime supporter of Kaua‘i United Way and

has been instrumental in the success of the

Kaua‘i Klassics chamber music series.

Donating considerable time from himself and

his staff, as well as ingredients and

beverages, he has put together creative,

enticing and memorable meals for Klassics

guests that have been vital components in

enabling this series of fundraisers to flourish.

John looks forward to his time on the KUW

Board as a means to put in practice the

values of his youth: hard work, neighbor-

helping-neighbor and giving back to the

community.

Michael Contrades –

Deputy Chief of Police,

Kaua‘i Police

Department

Mike is a 1988

graduate of the Kamehameha Schools and

an Eagle Scout. His service on our Board

follows in the footsteps of his dad, widely

beloved Tommy Contrades, who served on

the KUW Board for many years and was an

esteemed member of the KUW Honorary

Board of Directors. A 25-year veteran of

KPD, Mike rose through the ranks to become

Captain, Acting Chief of Police and Deputy

Chief of Police. Mike has received

commendations from the Hawai‘i State Law

Enforcement Officials, Kaua‘i’s Office of the

Mayor and the DEA. He has also been

honored as Officer of the Year as well as

Humanitarian of the Year.
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the kuw allocations process adds donor value

Kaua‘i United Way does not simply distribute

funding – far from it. Instead, we carefully

shepherd our donors’ contributions so that

they enable the most good for the entire

Kaua‘i community, eliminating duplication of

service, filling service gaps and ensuring

that meaningful services reach tens of

thousands in need on our island every year.

KUW allocates its funds proactively, which

makes the process highly effective. By

seeking non-profit input from small as well

as large, and obscure as well as well-

known, agencies across the full spectrum of

social service providers on our island, we

reach deep into the needs of our

community. We carefully look over their

programs and finances to ensure they are

operating efficiently and providing valuable

services. Since we look across many non-

profits, we are able to spot service

duplication and gaps.

Each spring, volunteer community leaders

from Kaua‘i United Way’s Board of Directors

re-assess the changing social service needs

of our community and direct funding where

it will do the most good for our whole island.

By re-evaluating the social service needs of

our island fresh every year, Kaua‘i United

Way volunteers are able to take into

consideration Kaua‘i’s changing needs to

maintain funding for on-going programs

while retaining the flexibility to direct

funding toward emerging problems, as well.

Kaua‘i United Way’s Allocations Process is a

vital community service that adds value to

every donated dollar!


