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a message from executive director scott n. giarman
Our poor country is so

ruptured with hatred

and anger now, it’s

very disheartening.

Here in Hawai‘i, we are

largely insulated from

that. It makes me wonder what, exactly, we

have here that the rest of the nation needs to

adopt. The answer, I’m pretty sure, is aloha.

The root of the hatred and anger the nation

is experiencing is fear…fear that there
won’t be enough for me, fear that I won’t get

mine, fear that someone else will take what I

need. It’s a primitive response to protect

oneself. Like a lone wolf backed into a

corner by enemies, the reaction is to fight.

But we aren’t backed into a corner by

enemies. And we aren’t alone. That’s where

aloha comes in. In Hawai‘i, we take care of

each other, we provide for one another – we

aloha one another.

There is enough to go around and when we
share to help others overcome their fear, we

experience the joy of helping others and

obviate fear in our own lives, as well.

And that’s precisely what Kaua‘i United Way

is designed to do: to unite the people of

Kaua‘i by sharing resources to better care

for one another.

In the upcoming 2019 Kaua‘i United Way

Annual Campaign, let’s encourage everyone

to put aside fear, give generously and allow

aloha to embrace us!

easterseals hawai‘i
Easterseals Hawai‘i’s mission is to provide

exceptional, individualized, family-centered

services to empower people with disabilities or

special needs to achieve their goals and live

independent, fulfilling lives. The organization

helped countless Kaua‘i individuals and

families with continued support through our

Kapa‘a andWaimea service centers and

offices island-wide providing Early Intervention,

Home & Community-Based and Employment

Services.We are also expanding delivery of

ABA services to meet the needs of those with

autism spectrum disorder or behavioral needs.

Infants, children, adults and seniors with

disabilities and special needs find the

highest-quality services designed to meet

their individual needs when they come to

Easterseals. Teams of therapists, teachers,

care coordinators, social workers, direct

support workers and other health

professionals help each person overcome

obstacles toward independence and reach

his or her personal goals. Easterseals also

includes families, guardians and caregivers

as active members of any therapy program

or circle of supports to best meet the

individual or family’s needs.

When those with disabilities and special

needs on Kaua‘i are helped to be

independent, develop social & work skills

and lead as rich, fulfilling & productive lives

as their individual circumstances permit, of

course those individuals are better off. But so

are their families, neighbors and, indeed, all

of us who call this island home.
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why do I believe giving is important?
By Campaign Chair Tim Takeshita

Growing up, my parents taught me about

hard work, dedication and strong bonds with

family and friends. But I didn’t realize till later

that the most impactful lesson was the

importance of giving. As a family we had our

challenges but that never stopped my father

from giving his last dollar away or my mother

staying up late to offer her time to help when

no one else would raise their hand.

Because of their actions, I was able to

understand what gratitude meant by seeing

children and elders smile just because time

and support were provided when needed.

These moments made me realize that, yes,

although there are things in the world that I

want, I already had what many did not, such

as a caring family, good health, food on the

table and the ability to give.

I am grateful that I work for a company that

believes in giving back as one of their

founding values: “We strengthen our

communities, one neighborhood at a time”.

Working for Enterprise Rent A Car, along with

the partnership of Kaua‘i United Way, has

given me the platform to provide for the

community of Kaua‘i that I never thought

possible. Being able to visit and work with

agencies that support the community and to

meet the women and men who dedicate

their time to support Kaua‘i has been

amazing. Growing up in Hawai‘i, it’s tough to

see the challenges people are facing now

but if we look at our community as an

extension of our family we will realize that

each of us is capable of doing more.
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a message from mary lu kelley, PATCH kaua‘i coordinator
Did you know that

90% of a child’s

brain develops in

the first five years

of their life? The

human brain

develops faster

from birth to five

than at any other time in life. A newborn

baby has all of the brain cells (neurons) they

will have for the rest of their life, but it’s the

connections between these cells that really

make the brain work. Brain connections

enable us to move, think, communicate and

do just about everything. The early childhood

years are crucial for making these

connections. Both positive and negative

experiences shape how the brain develops in

these early years. Quality childcare is so

important during these early years by

enhancing and stimulating brain

development that will help the child succeed

in school and in life.

PATCH’s mission is to support and improve

the quality and availability of care for the

young people of Kaua‘i. We do this by

providing training and support to all licensed

childcare providers. We offer on-line and in-

person training classes to family child care

providers, preschool staff, parents and foster

parents. We offer trainings on Positive

Discipline, Nutrition, Talking to Children,

Fostering Resiliency and Quality Care in the

Preschool Environment and more. PATCH

offers these classes at no charge to the

Kaua‘i community throughout the year.

Thank you, Kaua‘i United Way, for your on-

going support of PATCH for the young

children and families of Kaua‘i! And thanks

also to the people of our island for their

generous support of Kaua‘i United Way

which benefits all of our island.
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